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YE  BE  WELLCUM 

Ye  be  wellcum,  ye  be  wellcum, 

Ye  be  wellcum  won  by  wone; 

Ye  be  hartely  wellcum, 

Ye  be  hartely  wellcum  every  one! 


When  freendes  lyke  freendes  do  frendlye  showe 
Unto  ech  other  hye  or  low, 

What  cheere  encrece  of  love  doth  growe. 

What  better  cheere  than  they  to  knowe! 

Thys  is  wellcum! 

To  bread  or  drynke,  to  flesh  or  fyshe. 

Yet  wellcum  is  the  best  dysh! 

In  all  our  fare,  in  all  our  cheere 
Of  deintye  metes,  sowght  far  or  nere. 

Most  fyne  most  costlye  to  apeere. 

What  for  all  thys,  yf  all  thys  geere 
Lak  thys  welcum! 

Thys  cheere,  lo!  ys  not  wurth  won  ryshe. 

For  welcum  is  the  best  dyshe! 

Where  welcum  is,  thowgh  fare  be  smalle. 

Yet  honest  hartes  be  plese  withall; 

Where  wellcum  wanthe,  thowghe  grete  fare  fall. 
No  honest  hart  content  it  shall 
Wythout  wellcum. 

For  honest  hartes  do  ever  wyshe 
To  have  wellcum  to  the  best  dyshe. 

Sum  with  small  fare  be  not  plesde. 

Sum  with  much  fare  be  much  dyssesde 
Sum  with  mene  fare  be  scant  apesed. 

But  of  all  sums  none  is  dysplesed 
To  be  wellcum! 

Then  all  good  chere  to  acomplyshe, 

Wellcum  must  be  the  best  dyshe. 


Yet  sum  to  thys  wyll  say  that  they 
Without  wellcum  with  mete  lyve  maye. 

And  wyth  welcum  without  meate,  naye! 
Wherfore  mete  seemth  best  dysh,  thay  saye, 
And  not  wellcum! 

But  thys  vayne  sayng  to  banishe. 

We  wyll  proove  wellcum  here  best  dyshe. 

Thowgh  in  sum  case,  for  mannes  releafe, 
Meate  without  weUcum  may  be  cheafe; 

Yet  wher  men  cum,  as  here  in  preefe. 

Much  more  for  love  then  hoongeres  greafe. 
Here  is  wellcum. 

Thorowghe  all  the  chere  to  furnyshe, 

Here  is  wellcum  the  best  dyshe. 

What  is  thys  wellcum  now  to  tell? 

Ye  are  wellcum,  ye  are  cum  well. 

As  hart  can  wysh  youre  cummyng  fell, 

Your  cummyng  gladth  my  hart  ech  dell! 
Thys  is  welcum! 

Wherefore  all  dowtes  to  relynquishe, 

Youre  wellcum  is  your  best  dyshe. 

Now  as  we  have  in  woordes  heere  spent 
Declard  the  fecte  of  wellcum  ment. 

So  pray  we  you  to  take  thentent 
Of  thys  poore  dyshe  that  wee  present 
To  youre  wellcum. 

As  hartely  as  hart  can  wysh; 

Your  wellcum  ys  here  youre  best  dyshe! 

Finie  quod  Jhon  Haywood 


JOHN  HEYWOOD  (1497-  1587)  was  a  playwright,  musician,  poet,  and  wit  who  served 
as  court  entertainer  for  the  Tudor  monarchs  Henry  VIII,  Edward  VI,  Mary,  and 
Elizabeth.  During  a  career  that  spanned  some  forty  years,  Heywood  wrote  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  many  dramatic  works,  but  possibly  his  most  famous  and  original  piece  was 
The  Play  of  the  Weather  (1533),  a  satire  on  Henry  VIII  and  English  society  of  his 
time. 

David  McKay’s  setting  of  verses  from  Heywood’s  lyrics  for  the  opening  chorus  for  this 
play  not  only  captures  the  zest  of  the  original  drama,  but  is  happdy  suited  to  serve  as  a 
spirited  opening  for  a  contemporary  choral  program. 


